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Understanding Canada Geese
A brief history

Accounts by seventeenth century explorers show that Canada
Geese were part of the area’s original fauna and were very
abundant in the extreme southwest, where prairie and wetlands
covered hundreds of square kilometres. Setilers in the late
eighteenth century cleared most forests in southern Ontario

~ improving goose habitat - and local wildlife was hunted to
support growing families, Unrestricted harvests drastically
reduced goose populations and, by the turn of the twentieth
century, Canada Geese had disappeared from nearly all of their
tormer breeding range within southern Ontario.

In the late 19605 and early 1970s, the Ontario Ministry of
Natural Resources and local conservationists reintroduced
Canada Geese 1o southern Ontario. A combination of factors
contributed to the success of this effort. Manicared parks,
lawns, golf courses, and agricultural crops flanked by ponds or
watercourses provided ideal breeding habitat. Few predators
remained in the region. In addition, geese are remarkably
adaptable. Geese have been reported nesting in trees, roadside
ditches, adjacent to swimming pools, and even on tlat rooftops.

Biclogy basics

Breeding: Most pairs of Canada Geese mate for life, but a new
mate will be selected if one dies. Canada Geese usvally breed for
the first time in their third year, Many live longer than 10 vears
and some as long as 25 years. Pairs seek nesting sites during the
first warts days of February. By mid to late March, most pairs
have a well-established breeding territory and begin laying
clatches of two to eight eggs.

Nesting: By mid-April, most female geese
are sitting on their nests. Preferred sites are
near water, such as small islands, and the
shorelines of ponds and wetlands.

While nesting, geese may become
aggressive toward people or their pets

in defence of the nest. i the nest is
destroyed, geese may attempt to

re-nest nearby.

The Giamt Canada Gpose s the most comman
sub-species of Canada Gease breeding in rural

southern Ontario.
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Rearing: Contlicts between landowners and geese often occur
m late spring and early summer when the geese are raising their
voung and feeding heavily. Peak hatching occurs in May. Rearing
a brood requires more security and accessible food so adult pairs
often move goslings some distance, High quality sites may attract
several farnily groups.

Moulting: A few weeks after the goslings hatch, adult geese
moult their wing feathers, leaving them flightless for up to six
weeks. During this period, the adults are vulnerable and highly
reluctant to leave the rearing-moulting area. By mid-july, many
goslings and adults can fly. By the end of July, most geese move to
roosting areas on larger bodies of water, from which they fly daily
to feed. If the rearing-moulting area provides food, water and
security, some family groups may remain until early September.

Fall migration: Temperate-breeding geese are joined in fall by
sub-arctic breeding geese as they migrate. The length of stay for
northern migrarts depends on weather, food availability, and
local hunting pressure. Peak numbers usually occur in mid to fate
October. By carly December, the majority of sub-arctic breeding
geese have flown south. If winter conditions occur in carly to mid
December, many temperate breeding geese also mave south to the
United States, some as far as Tennessee.

Contact the Canadian Wildlife Service

By telephone:
London: (518) 472-1406  Nepean: (613} 852-2405

By fax:
London; (519} 472-3062 Nepean. {613} 852-3027

By e-mail:
Wildiife.Ontario®@ec.gc.ca

www.on.ec.gc.ca/wildlife
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